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0verlar4 and laland water; i £utes from China 

lo Railroads 


( a) ' What are oapac 1 ti ' limits lions of the route m.xh 

* ' ‘ '; • g 

I scoraotjye required? 


reference to the special type 


. The 1?8 adle cinf le -track railway from t^roh&urig near Viri&alay to 

Lashio traverses very difficult " our try? The line contains four rev ersing 

- ' •. • : •->§:' ■ 

stations , and curves up to 1? degrees (radius 337 feet}* The mojdnm gradient 

ia h percent* Garrett-type Incentives are used* The maximum axle ’load is 
11 short tens* 

(b) ffhat is the opera ti ng condition of all railroads? 

'.’ f ' . : , t •; . ;%• 

Over two years, 191$ to 1950, of insurrection and disorder left* 
the Burma Railways in a conriitic n similar to that existing at the end of World 
War U« However, with the gradi el restoration of governmental ' authority in 
1950, operation was resumed on r o*st. of the lines* 

Aside from a few private, light railways, there are no railways in 

' •' ; W St . -I / , & 

~-.i : : ' •- ' ■ % 

Burma other than tbo^e of the B; :^na Railway s® 

The Burma Railways ha“B about 2,000 route-miles of me ter -gage r a ekC 
About 1685 of the total route -utiles are in operation* The remaining 315 milesJ 
are closed to traffic^ 

Table I s gectjcTis not :l:u o perations Burma Railways 


line 


Section out 


Itlles net in operation 


From 

Jo 

From 

: Jto 

October 1951 

Basseia 

Kyaaogin 

Bassala 

Atfcok 

1 3 s 

Bassein 

Kycmgin 

Kyogwin 

Kyangin 

W 

laov&mein 

Ye 


Anin 

20 

Tyimi&na 

hyaulqmdauiig 

iyinmaru 

. Ta&ngdwingyl 

; 67 

Th&si via 

Paloik 

*. V ^ 

Taik.4} 

■ p 62 

l^yingyan 

Xtoataxmg 

Yb-AJ 

4 ,^-j -.p, 

Alan 

70 

Junction 
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All of the line from Rangoon to Mandalay has been open to traffic 
Bines October W$l s when the gap of about 20 miles between l^inmana and 
Shwemyo was putt back In operation, The line from Rangoon to Prone is currently 
operative. The line from Twgn to Martaban is in operating condition except for 
the bridge which crosses the Sittang Mvsr at Tfckpalin. A ferry is used for 
this crossing. The line from haulmeln to Ye is connected to the Pegu to Marta- 
ban line by another ferry serosa the talween River. The line from Thazi to 
Shwenyaung la 'currently operative. From ryohaung to I^ritJcyina the line is in 
operation. The Ava over the TrranM? River, which provides the link 

between the two lines Rsdgoon-Handslay and Ifendalay-J^rit&yina, was demolished 
during the war and is now being reconstructed. The break at this point consti- 
tutes the moot serious bottleneck on the Burma Railways. Finally the line from 
Ifyohaung to Lashio is in operating condition. 

Traffic is sometimes interrupted by guerrilla operations. 


(a) what 'are the types and capacity of r iver craft available In .the 
upper reaches of the Irrawaddy ? 

The operation of intend waterway craft on the rivers of Burma may 

be divided into two segments: first, the Inland Water Transport .card (It TP} 

! :j i : \ ■ - ... I ,p ■ 

’eraftj and secondly, the privately-owned craft including all ty-.es of native 

craft as well as the limited number of privately-owned steamers. Statistics 

are available only on the first segment. 

The native craft, which ply the waterways are of many and varied designs. 

*hey range in else from "small sampans to large river craft. These vessels are 

for the most part propelled by sail or by oar. There are no statistics available 

to indicate their number or tonnage but the combined native and privstely- 

< owned fleet is estimated as larger than the Inland Water Transport Foard fleet. 

A tab ular inventory of craft owned by the Inland hater Transport Foard 

as of June 1950 is shown in Table n. 
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Inventory of craft owned by 

Inland hater Transport Board 

as of June 22, 1950 

Type of vessel 

Powered craft 

ROo of iotal gross 

vessels tonnage 

Remarks 

Paddle steamers 

10 

U,088 

3 under construction 

C tern-wheeler steamers 

6 

1,167 

3 under construction 

Creek steamers - twin screw 

11 

1,679 


Launches single decked 

2 

105 


:ilot launches 

3 

62 


otem barges 

1 

96 $ 


Steam togs 

3 

300 


Miscellaneous vessels 

2 

231 


Motor vessels double decked 

U3 

2i,7?0 

9 under construction 

Motor Barges 

30 

3,670 


Motor tugs 

W 

3,385 


Motor launches 

36 

6$h 


Motor vessels of nice* type 

8 

1,5*»3 


Tbtal 

205 


15 under construction 



Dumb Craft 


flulks 

n 

1,756 


Landing pontoons 

3 

220 

Tonnage approximate 

Flats 

liC 

20,115 

. . 3 . . 

Cargo boat® 

9 5 

3,1*82 


Cargo barges 

37 

5,653 

Former army units 

■ Miscellaneous 

lUS 

3,623 

Former army units 

Total 

3^2 
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Host of the steamers plying the Irrawaddy are operated by the I;* 'IB* 

They range from paddle steamers* 325 feet long with a 3^ foot draft* to small 
launches * The total number of powered croft as of June 1950 was 19k but 15 
additional were under construction* In addition* there are 3U2 dumb crcft of 
all types..- Native sailing craft arc found in abundance, as arc privately- 
owned launches * 

The transport capacity provided by the 1950 inventory of all craft was 
approximately 1/3 of the available prewar water transport capacity* 

(b) hhat are the present navigation conditions of and what obstructions 
to navigation exist on the upper reaches of the Irrawaddy ? 

Table III indicates the physical characteristics of the Irrawaddy 
from Mandalay to Hyiikymao 


Table III! 

Physical 

Characteristic 

0 of Irrawaddy reiver 


Current 






Average 

Safe 

(in toots) 

From 

To 

I2E2. 

Bottom 

Banks 

Midth (ft) Draft (ft) normal 

Mandalay 

Singer 

Natural Steam 

Sandy 

Steep 

various 

3&-*» 

2 

Singu 


n n 

f? 


3*000 

3H 

2 

Tlgyaing 

Bh&mo 

Natural 

n 

Shelving 

L-200 

3^*4 

2 

Bbano 

"yitkyima 

n 

'Travel 

« 

1*500 

«i-3 

2 


No locks* dams* or aqueducts e:dst on the Irrawaddy- There is only 
one bridge, over the main stream* the Ava bridge near Mandalay* The bridge is 
3*760 feet long* *lwo spans in tlie center were damaged by bombing* but the 
navigable channel was not blocked* The horizontal clearance between tec piers 
is about 320 feet, and the deck of the bridge is 1;0 feet above the highest known 
floods at Honda lay* 

At Mandalay the river is about 2^ miles wide with the navigable 
channel ranging in width Iran 900 to 1200 feet- 

North of Mandalay vessels with drafts of 2-| feet to h feet can navi- 
gate without difficulty except for a rock-bound gorge about 35 miles in length 
between Bhamo and SihbOo This defile is navigable in the dry season by vessels 
not exceeding 150 feet in length and feet in draft*, 

4i- 
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Above ayitkyina, navigation may be accomplished locally by snail 
dugouts and native craft. 

The navigability of the tributaries of the Irrawaddy is as follows: 

(1) IJmai Ilka - not navigable 

(2) Mali Ilka -- navigable only by small native craft over short, 
interrupted sections » 

(3) IT m Tabet - navigable for about 2 $ miles by email native 
boats during ths dry season and by launches during the 
rainy season,- 

(It) Mogaung - navigable during the rainy season by launches 
drawing not more than 2-g feet to Kamaingj a distance of 
about 99 miles, and by small native craft considerably, further 

($) Mole G haung - navigable during the high water season by native 
craft. 

(6) Taping - navigable for only a short distance hr small native 
craft during the high water season. 

(7) Kaukkwe Ghaung — navigable by small launches. 

(8) Ehweli - navigable by small launches drawing about l| feet 
during the dry season to Kyitson, a distance of 80 miles. 

(9) 1-^itnge - navigable by small boats drawing 2 feet for a 
distance of about U5 miles. 

3, Other Routes : 

(a) that is the condition of the Stilwell (Ledo) load between the 
Indian border and Ilonr Yu. where it .junctions with the Burma Road? 

' The section of the Lodo load between tbs Indian border and 
Uarazup is a one-lane crushed-stonc and gravel surfaced road in good-to-poor 
condition. In April 1952 about 50 nilea of this section was impassable due to 
landslides. The section of road from Uarazup to Uyitkyina is also crushed-stone 
and gravel surfaced in fair condition. Prom lyitkyina to Bharao the road is 
gravel surfaced in good condition. From Bhano to Pong Tu the road is partially 
graveled in good-to-poor condition. 

-5- 
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The tado Rv— xa ally 10 to 1? feet in width and in a dry 
veath er route* 

(b) hh&t is the condition and traffic capacity of the Puma Road 
between vrantinfo at the China border 12 miles rht<> of Monf/ Yiij? and jjar^oony 
Its southern terminus ? hfoal types of transports are being used on this road? 
that supplies ax^c being transported over tills route ? 

The Duma Road is a one -lane bltirunouc -surfaced road in 
generally good condition* It is reportedly being maintained and is suitable 
for truck traffic providing maintenance is continued* 

The supplies being transported on the Burma Road at present consist 
mainly of Burma 1 © cotton, and the smuggling of lubricating oils and other motor 
accessories into China® much of the present-day moveraent of cargo in Duma is 
dependent on animal transport® 

(c) that is the c ond ition and capacity of other roads between Yunnan 
and the Pharaoh Vi tlcyina comp lex? 

The Puma Road is believed to be the only all-weather noiorable 
route between China and Burnsa® The trails from Tenge hung to Ityitkyina and 
Bhamo are reportedly being improved, but it is not believed that they are as 
yet notorable® ’The trail from Yunhsien to Kunlong following the proposed route 
of the Ytmnan^Burma railway is not suitable for motor vehicles® There is no 
Information on traffic over those trails* 

(d) VJhat is the condition and capacity of other routes from the 
Phan states into Yunnan? hhat s upplies are bej^ 

Gee n e ?1 above □ 
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Bo Airfields 

lo What is the present status of Hingaladon airport mar Rangoon? .Vhen 
will its modernisation be completed? 

Mingaladon Airfield ia the largest, most important airfield in Burma 
and the only airfield in Southeast Asia currently capable of sustained medium- 
bomber operations o The new 8,100 foot concrete runway, finished in February 
19 £2, has a weight -bearing capacity of 300,000 pounds and is currently usable 
fey jet-fighters* A new parking apron and taxi-track were scheduled for completion 
by June 19?2 0 Further developments, which include a new terminal building and 
administration buildings, are projected for completion early in 1953* These 
buildings will be prefabricated structures, constructed outside the country* 

2o What is the status of airfields currently in regular use by the 
Burma Air Force and Union of Burma Airways such as Mergui, Tavoy^ Hmavbi, 

Anisakan (between Mandalay and Hayiryo), Bharao, Kengtung, Ffrltkyina, 

Moulmeln, Basse in s Katha h Akyab, etc? What are the lengths ?md load bearing 


is the extent of fuel stockpiling? Xf 

V inXCTSIsitA^i 

to be evaluated agd incorporated* 
Class Coordinates 

w tiTTT- Ljwu'litli Siiliji — -1 rr 

TrfLll tie ?^narioa at 
Users 

Aky&h A/F 

3 

20 -63K 

92-S3E 

UBA and, occasion* 
ally, foreign air- 
lines 

Anisakan A/? 

5 

■ 21 - 57 :; 

96-2 LjE 

Local civil 
airlines 

Bassein A/F 

5 

16 - UOfJ 

9lt-U6L 

UBA 

Bhamo a/F 

3 

2i 4 “l6K 

97-15S 

U3A 

Gangaw A/F 

5 

22 09M 

9U“070 

UBA 

Heho A/F 

> 4 

20 Ui: 

96-472 

BAF and UBA 

Henzada a/f 

r; 

17-36W 

95-2UL 

UBA 



sr< 



V rirS w TC j sffsd 2 teg 

i later lists,. * 

Description 


80.000 lbsc| radio| drum 
fuel storage e 

3,900 ft a temporary run- 
way, weight-bearing^ 

C— 1*7 * 

3.000 fto temporary run- 
way, weight-bearing , 

C-I*7> radios limited 
limiting * 

6.000 ft* permanent run- 
way, weight-bearing, 60,000 
lbs,; taxiway s | parking 
aprons $ 32,000 gal* fuel 
tanka 

3,900 fto natural-sux’face 
runway, weight-bearing 

5,1*0) fto temporary run- 
way, m Ight-baaring , 

30.000 lbs* | radio, 
limited drum fuel storage* 

3,600 fto natural surface 
runway ; weight-bearing . 

28.000 Ibso 
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Class 1 

Permanent runways 7,000 feet or more In length able to sustain 
medium bomber operations a 
Class 2 

Permanent runways 6,000 feet or more in length able to sustain 
limited medium bomber operations • 

Class 3 

Runways 5,000 feet or more in length potentially able to sustain 
medium-bomber operations o 
Class It 

Runways It, 000 feet or more in length which can be used by light 
transports and conventional fighters<> 

Class 5 

Runways 2,000 feat or more in length; airfield operational or 
potentially important! 


-7a- 
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fta 3 

Class 

Coordinates 

tsars 

Description 

Hmawbi A/F 

5 

17»0(3?i 

96-0.!,.- 

3 :.r 

It, 800 St t temporary run* 
way, weiftht-bearing^ con* 

> ventioml fighter aiicrafts 
taxiways ; parking aprons; 
minor repair; 3 steel- -frame 

hangars o 

Kalemyo a/F 

5 

23-11M 
. 9h-0k'. 

USA 

• 

3 3 600 ft« temporary runway* 
weight ~b$ar ing, G~U7o 

Katha 

5 

2k"Q9$ 

96-19G 

UM 

(limited use) 

3, '>00 ft. temporary runway, 
weight«bearing, 30,000 lbs* 

KengtunglX V? 

5 

21-18N 

99-3 9-i 

DBA 

14,005 ft» natural-surface 
runway, voight^bearing 

26,000 lbs. 

Kyaupyu A/F 

' 5 

19-2>U 

93-32B 

U3A 

U> USO ftc temporary runway, 
we ight -be aring, 30,000 lbs a ; 
parking aprons 5 --or Id Var 11 
fuel storage tanks. 

Lashio A/F 

U 

22-5J9N 

97-U5S 

UBA and BAF 

li,500 ft. permanent runway, 
weight-bearing, 37,000 lbs.; 
limited radio, lighting, and 
POL. 

Llanya A/F 

5 

20- ^.y 

DBA and Burma 
Oil Corp. 

k&OO^ £t* permanent runway, 
weight-bearing, iu,oou xos»j 
tem fuol sbomz&s 

Loi-kaw A/F 

5 

19-liia 

97~13ii 

DBA and BA? 

it, 520 ft„ permanent runway, 
weight-bearing, 30,000 lbSo| 
very limited drum fuel 
storage* 

hagwe A/F 

5 

20- ION 

9U-S7I- 

DBA 

4,900 ft* temporary runway, 
weight-bearing, 30,000 lbs D 

Mandalay ^/F 

It 

2I-56N 

96 -o 6 ;j 

DBA and BAF 

>4,000 ft. permanent runway, 
wight-bearing, 30,000 lbs*! 
parking apron; radio; fuel 
tanks in handalay* 

Heiktila A/F 

3 

20-331! 

95-SltE 

DBA and BAF 

6,000 ft. permanent runway, 
weight-boar^ 30,000 lbs<>; 

drum fuel storage; 2 steel- 
frame hangars. 

Mergul A/F 

It 

12-27ti 

98-38B 

/ 

UDA- Siamese 
and lalayan 
airlines 

U,500 ft « -permanent runway, 
weight-bearing, 0~U7; limited 
radio 

Kingaladon A/ 25 ' 

1 

l6-5iif! 

. 96-091! 

BAF, UBA, and 
various inter- 
national air- 
lines 

3,100 ft. permanent runway, 
weight-bearing, 300,000 lbs.; 
taxiways; parking aprons; 
radio and lighting facilities; 
100,000 gal* tank storage; 
bulk storage at iiangoon; 
major repair; it permanent 
hangars. 
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Name 

Class 

Coordinates 

Users 

Description 

Bong *15 b A/F 
(homeik) 

r» 

23-065 

96-33" 

TJBA 

U,28o ft, temporary runway* 
weight»bearirig, 30,000 lb3o 

Jonywa A/F 

5 

22-13N 

95-06):; 

UHA 

it, 900 ft, natural-surface 
runway, \^ight~bearing v C-U 7 . 

Kong Hsat A/F 

5 

20-32iJ 

99-16S 

CNAF (Chinese 
Uationalist 

Air Force) 

6, 000 ftr temporary runway; 
weightbearing, 30*000 lbs* 

Fyaungmya a/f 

5 

16-3HH 

9ii~56s 

UBA 

U f 000 fto natural-surface 
runway, weight-bearing, 

30,000 lbs. 

houlmein k/F 

ti 

l6-2?K 

;7-Jt0E 

UBA and occa- 
sionally, BAP 

5,100 f t<. temporary runway, 
weight -bearing , G-U7; radio; 
drum fuel storage* 

I'yitkyina k/F 
South 

3 

25-231*1 

97-2IE 

UliA 

6,08u ft* permanent runway, 
rerirnr -hearing, 60,000 lbs.; 
parking apron; radio; limited 
lighting; drum fuel storage; 
hangar* 

Pakokku A/F 

5 

« 

21-215 

95-07E 

DBA 

3,900 ft* natural surface 
runway, weight-bearing^ un- 
known. 

Pauk A/F 

5 

21-271: 

9U-23E 

DBA 

3,900 ft, natural surface 
runway, waight-bearing, 

25,000 lbs* 

Shwebo A/F 

5 

22-35N 

95-IUji: 

VM 

3,000 ft* temporary runway, 
weight faring, 30,000 lbs* 

Tavoy A/F 

5 

1U-06M 

98-131. 

DBA 

3,600 ft* temporary runway, 
weight-bearing; C-U7; parking 
apron; radio; limited lighting* 

Tawsalun A/F 

5 . 

21-OSK 

9U-09E 

113 A, 

it,80G ft* temporary runway; 
weight-bearing, 30,000 lbo* 

That on a/F 

5 

16 - 56k 
97-23., 

uBA 

3,9uO ft* temporary runway, 

, x^ight-bearing, 30,000 lbs* 

foungoo A/F 

5 

19-011 

96-2I4E 

UBA and 3AF 
(li.m5.ted use) 

it, 800 ft« temporary runway; 
weight-bearing, 30,000 lbs *5 
arking apron* 

3o What are the 

fuel storage facilities and what is the extent of 


fuel stockpiling; at Burma airfields? 

Burma oilfields and refinery produce no aviation fuels* Thus Burma 


ie entirely dependent upon foreign sources for avgas o The Buraah Oil Company 
furnishes the greater portion of petroleum products required by the Air Force* 
Standard Vacuum and Shell Oil Company also are suppliers, but the bulk of their 
products go to commercial users in Burma* Aviation fuel storage facilities at 
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airfields are found only in the Rangoon, Myitkyina, and Kyaukpyu areas* Fuel 

etonage facilities are so limited that, if bases other than Hingaladon at 

Haagoon were used, the capability of the Buraia Air Force would be much reduced* 

* 

Aviation gas must be airlifted from Kingaladon (100,000 galo tank storage) to 
other airfields and hand-pumped into the aircraft* 

It* Vhat is the current status of the numerous airstrips constricted 
by Americans > British and Japanese during World WarJCT? 

During World War II, a large number of airfields were constructed by 
both the Allies and Japanese* Those developed by the Japanese were either 
improvements and extensions of the few fomer RAF fields or, more frequently, 
hastily constructed rolled earth or Xaterite strips suitable for light Japanese 
type aircraft* Japanese airfields usually took the form of a number of 
strategically located complexes, each consisting of at least one all-weather 
strip, surrounded by fair«weather satellites « 

As the Allies took the offensive in Burma, they built a number of 
more substantial airfields, frequently on the site of a captured Japanese 
Atrip, From this group emerged most of the airfields currently operational or 
considered easily repairable* 

The majority of the World War II airfields have since been abandoned* 
Some of them were rendered unserviceable by the Japanese on their withdrawal 
and have never been repaired 5 while others have fallen into a state of die~ 
repair through lack of maintenance, encroachment of jungle, or by cultivation* 
More recently some have been damaged by insurgent activity* Of the more than 
300 airfields which existed in Burma during World War II, only 36 are now 
listed as operational or repairable* Most of these are totally or partially 
lacking in such auxiliary facilities as lighting, aircraft maintenance, 
refueling, navigational aids, and communication service So 
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C* .Shipping 

1 • Vjscrlbe in da tail the condition of the channels and approaches g nar bor 
conditions, mvigatlonal aids now being r maintained 3 vessel acc enmodationS j 
terminal insta. s .lat ions , storage > cleaxv^ r:e, logis tic, and repair facilities 
the following ports: (Akyab, jasgein g < Mcailnein, Tavoy, I.erg ui and Victoria 
Point ) o 

lo Studies on these ports have not been undertaken and detailed current 
Inforn&tici has not been available □ Most of the .information on these ports 
dates from 19U8 or earlier® The ports listed suffered damage during the last 
borld Mar, It is believed the preoccupation of the government with the rebel 
groups operating in the area generator has precluded substantial rehabilitation* 
Aky ab s The controlling depth at low water in the channels of approach 
and entrance is s Outer Mar 25 feet, Inner Bar 16 feet* A vessel drawing 
29 feet' could normally expect to enter and leave the outer harbor, but 
could be ^neaped” on occasion* There is no limit to the length of vessel 
that could enter the outer harbor ; 500 feet is considered the limiting 
length for the Inner harbor _ 

Lights, beacons, and buoys mark danger areas and channels * Storm 
and weather signals* in accordance with the Indian general system, are 
displayed at Akyabc. For more detail on navigational aids see ‘trailing 
Directions for the **ay of Bengal,” Hydrographic Office, Publication 
dumber 1^0 ^ 

t^iloiage is compulsory for merchant vessels and recommended for 
naval vessels® In 19/48 two pilots were available® The pilots meet 
incoming vessels 3 miles routh of Savage Island Tdgltfcbonsn 0 The 
port cannot be entered in darkness c 
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The port area and min wharf were heavily damaged during the war. In 
19U2, a Norwegiar ship was bonbed and sunk at the main wharf* It remained 
alongside the wharf until after the reoccupation* hhen it was removed, it 
was found that the waters around the jetty had silted until now there is but 6 
feet of depth at the main wharf at low water,, Tho Port Officer in 19q8 esti- 
mated that it will be necessary to dredge a half million cubic yards of tough 
clay silt to again permit use of the min wharf ^and attendant facilities * how- 
ever as of ilmt date a suitable dredge was not available. 

In the meantime* cargo is handled by lighters at the anchorage .and unloaded 
at the jetty of the Arakan Flotilla Co, in Qharugyea Creeks The Port and Customs 
Authorities have set up shop alongside the Arakan Flotilla r installation* and 
it is expected that they will continue to function in site for the next two years 
The port has no heavy lift gear* A motor crane or two left by departing 
British Mlitary forces can lift 3 tons; any item of greater weight must be 
landed by improvised methods w 

fen flat barge-lighters of 2f>0 tons capacity each serve the needs of the 
port for lighterage. One sea -going tug and several smaller tugs provide power to 
move the lighters* ^rehouse capacity is limited at jresent to 700 cubic tons, 
all in Nissan Huts. This is to be expanded as rehabilitation progresses* 

A 5>Q0 foot tanker berth* from which a pipeline extends to shore, is 
situated about 2 miles west of the main wharf* 

The only repair si tops in AJqnb are those of the Arakan Flotilla Company* 
These can accomplish minor hull and engine repairs, including welding id the 
making of castings of 100 Tq» weight* There are no dry docks* A marine railway 
formerly in operation has not been rehabilitated since the war* 

Except rice, AJjyab cannot be depended upon to furnish ary appreciable 
quantity of ordinary supplies* Kice can, of course, be had in abundance* The 
water supply of Akyab comes from a reservoir two miles distant. It should be 
boiled oi chlorinated before drinking* It can be furnished in quantities up to 
100 tons per day, the capacity of the port water boat* 

Ordinarily there are no significant quantities of either coal or fuel oil 
available* 
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Bassein ? 

Use of port If limited by Port Authorities to single screw ships under 
1450 feet and twin screw ships under hlO feet owing to sharp bends in river. 
Draft restrictions are caused by Panmauaddy flats below '.ells 1 onrvt where 
there is an almost stable lh f 6* 1 below IIL V 3. 

ihe harbor consists unrely of that stretch of the river ’d.th the 
limits of the town, 

iiecommended anchorages are: (3 or ii ships) ships over i;00 r - below 
toxm in faduk Reach off fata 

- Ships 300’ ~ !*00 r - above toxm off Steels fiddle hill (1 ships) 

•» Ships 5?*j0‘ - 300* - Midway between Custom house Jetty and f.\w hoko Mill 

(2 or 3 ships) 

- Chips between 350 and U50/li70 feet can secure to head ami stern buoys with 
lines ashore off 311erman ^rakan i^ice Kill and Malakar Rice Mill* It is 
the custom of the port to secure head in with starboard anchor down in mid- 
stream* 

- Landing Craft Tank secure lie ad to sea between two buoys close north of 
the Tort ufficeo 

- A swinging buoy for IiGB*s exists close north of the Fort Office. Outer 
anchorages are off Balhousie ’o'nt and Stonoy ioint 0 

dl cargo is handled from baiwes using ships gear.. There are no cranes 
(including floating cranes) ° 

Four 11 a tin *7 landing stages suitable for tugs or internal water 
transport craft are situated at I'yerru Koad (Main XJ'-VT* craft station ) 5 at 
Mosque Road* at Victoria Dt* and the Custom House Jetty « 

The availability of fuel and water, and fresh provisions is as follows: 
Fuel Oils 

Marine Diesel (high spt,ed diesel only) - stock varies from U00 
drums down to about 10 drums., 

Gasoline ~ same as for diesel 

Kngine and lubricating oils - available in small quantities 
(Stocks are dispersed among various government authorities v Oil 
and gasoline are shipped an required by the Burmah On Co, X is Agenl is the 
Saw Hoko and Co*) 

-13- 

S-F^C-F.-h-T 


Approved For Release 2002/07/09 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020021-0 



2Q02/07/09 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020021-0 

Quantity unknown* Supplier is the British Air Ministry* 

Goal and patent fuel; 

100 to ISO tons of Indian coal, in custody of Port Authority, stored 
nshoro on opposite bank to ITllerwan iirakan Eice Mill* Coalim is done by baskets 
on barges at a rate of 20 tons per lay* 

' a ter: 

later for driridiig and water for tube boilers can be drawn from a 
well on the Port Office compound (all drinking water should be boiled before 
using;* » cater fer cylindrical boilers can be taken from the river on the last 
of the rbb tide* ‘-a ter can be supplied vessels at anchor by the Louise at 
the rate of aO tons per day or in UO gallon drums* 

Fresh Provisions; 

Very limited Quantibj.es at all seasons <. ko cold storage facilitiesn 

Inhere are no graving or floating docks* 

Monlmein s 

*^he navigable entrance uo the Salween ***iver also known as I. ou line in 
River is much encumbered by extensive sand banks and reefs* The river as for 
as Koulmein is usually navigable by vessels with drafts from 13 feet at high 
water neaps, to 23 feet at high water springs* 

Lights and buoys mark most of the numerous rocks, reefs and shoals in 
the channel and harbor* There is a signal station with International Code 
flags displayed from the flagstaff on Amherst Point® In 19l£ one pilot, a 
native, brought in all the ships* For more detail on navigational aids see h* l. 
Publication climber 160 * 

There are available three large and one small mooring buoys at * oxtacin 
waterfront in u ditton to the one 11* mil os below the city® 

Miarfsge at : oulmein consists of two pontoon jetties adequate only for 
lighters* ho mechanical aids such as cranes are available* *11 cargo must be 
^man-handled” from lighter bo jetty to shore* 

Cargo la handled by unloading onto the docks of flat 250- ton 6 tool lb,-.:.- tors 
Fifteen such lighters are available, and 5 small tugs for handling those lifter** 

3-E-C-R-h-r 


Approved For Release 2002/07/09 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020021-0 



Approved For Release 2002/07/09 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020021-0 

Before the war, limited supplies of coal were maintained* Ships could 
be bunkered at the rate of about 100 tons per 12 hours « There are very limited 
oil storage facilities at Moulmeinj ships are fueled from drums delivered by 
lighters <* hater can be supplied either by the port water-barge (>5> ton capacity) 
or by pipe line alongside the Mission Street and Kaladan Jetties with a naxinm 
of 50 tons per 21* hours® 

There is no more recent information on coal, oil, or rater supplies at 
this port; nor is there any current information on repair facilities* 



The limiting depth of the channel to Tavoy is usually taken as 10 
feet* Even boats of that draft must proceed with caution and take advantage 
of the top half of the tide* 

Ta^oy cannot be said to have a harbor in the generally accepted meaning 
of the term* Vessels carrying cargo to or from Tavoy anchor at tho mouth of 
the Tavoy diver off Grindstone Island* There is ample safe anchorage available 
for vessels drawing up to 20 feet, and a limited number of berths available for 
vessels drawing up to 30 feet® 

Sailing lighters, v.ith an average capacity of 75 tons are used for moving 
cargo the remaining 35 miles to Tavoy These lighters take advantage of t.ind 
and tide in moving in either direction* Vftiile slow, they rarely require a tor; * 
In 19U8 the only tug normally available was a 200-foot passenger launch owned 
by the British-Indian Steam Navi; ation Company 0 

The following information on navigational aids is from a study dated 19h$» 
There is a lighthouse on IkLbya Kyun and u lighted beacon in the shoal water 
iromeciately west of the tip of Pyinr-Gyi Island® There is also a lighted beacon 
(sun-valve type) with a flashing light, marking the reef at a dangerous bend 
up-river approaching Tavoy* This beacon is essential for navigation particul- 
arly at night o Leading marks, board, and basket beacons, arc also sited in 
appropriate positions marking the crossing over the bars. For more detail on 
navigational aids see IL0* No* 160* 

Cargo handling facilities at Tavoy, as of 1 October 191$, consisted of 
8 sailing-lighters of the type mentioned, and the one steam launch also men- 
tioned* It is reported that there ure.no cargo handling aids available at 
the waterfront* 
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There is no current imo.nna.tion on coal* oil and water facilities* 

No dry or floating docks are available* 

The limiting depth of the channel from the anchorage in to Llergui 
waterfront is usually taken as 12 feet,* It has been noted that the channel 
is silting in recent years * This is generally ascribed to the existence of 
a Japanese wreck sunk at the junction of the channel with another stream just 
off the southeast tip of Mergui town* 

Vessels draydng more than 12 feet anchor five miles north of Mergui 
town* Ample anchorage in a protected deep-water channel extending northward 
exists for almost any number of ships * On occasion during the war, Japanese 
warships anchored off Pal aw* 

Cargo handling facilities at Iiergui consist of 3 small launch-tugs and 0 
76-ton lighters.. There are no harbor facilities* A pontoon jetty onto which 
lighters could be unloaded, filled with water and sank in July 19140 a It lias 
not been raised, nor has anything been provided to take its place* Unloading 
of lighters is accomplished by hand over the sca^waLl at high tide* It is 
found very difficult to so handle aiy loads of greater than 1-ton weight* 

As of 19idL there were beacons, buoys, and a lighthouse* There is, however, 
no current data on navigational aids* 

There is no current data on supplies, but in 19h$ small quantities of both 
coal and fuel oil were available and a limited supply of water from a small 
surface well was available* 

Minor repairs coulc be undertaken in 19ltSj there is no later infonnation, 
VSUalfc lilaii 

The most recent information on this port is dated 19h$» 

There are three intricate entrance channels, which a re not buoyed, and 
great caution is necessary when navigating thorn* Without leading lights, it 
is unlikely* that they?* could bo navigated at x-dght, except by small craft* 

The least depths at low water springs arc 11 feet in the northern, 1? feet la 
the western, and 2k feet in the southern channel* 

There is good sheltered anchorage for ships of all sizes, about i* mile 
south of Victoria Point* Anchorage is also possible in the ontrunc c-channcls c 
In the harbor there is anchor age off the jetty in 7 to 8 fathoms, but the eddies 
are bad here and it is preferable, in snail crafty to anchor farther south, in 
3 to h fathoms* 
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The largest vessel using the port in normal tines ms the 5* So Llatang, 

253 feet long, loj foot draft* This ship, and other coasting steamers, did 
not normally enter the inner harbor but anchored in the channel about £ mile 
south of the Point* There is accommodation for several such c t earners in the 
channel* 

The jetty is a stone pier about 500 feet long and 18 feet wide, vddening 
to about 50 feet at the outer end* Small craft of 8 feet draft can come along- 
side the sides of the pier at high water* Ships discharge into lighters be- 
cause of the draft restrictions* There ax^e no cranes* 

There is a small customs godown near the jetty* Native shops on the 
waterfront could be cleared and used as warehouses* 

Normally there is no stock of coal* There is no bulk storage of oil, 
but small stocks of high-speed diesel oil and of kerosene and petrol, are 
normally stored in drums and tins* The only method of fueling is from drums 
taken out by lighters* 

There are several water wells but supplies are scarce in the dry weather* 
No docks and repair facilities are available* 
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SHHHHrl 

2c V/hat fuel oil stocks and fuel oil storage facilities are currently 
available in those parts? 

There is no current information on fuel oil stocks in these porta 
other than that indicated in the answer to the preceding question (Id); hor- 
ever* the fact that Burma imports a very large percentage of her petroleum 
needs suggests limited stocks,. 

There are very limited storage facilities at Basse in* Akyab* and Koulraein* 
Nothing is known of the facilities at Tavoy* Ilergui and Victoria Point (other 
than described in question I. 0*1*) 

Do General 

y;hat is the nature and extent of Chinese Communist material assistan.ee 
to dissident groups in Burma ? To what extent is this lira ted by inadequate trans- 
port facilities? 

Information regarding the nature and extent of Chinese Communist assistance 
to dissident groups in Burma is extremely limited# All available information 
indicates that this aid consists almost entirely of advisory and training assis- 
tance to the Burma Communist ; arty (BCP) * This aid is believed to have been* 
for the most part* confined to giving political and military training in Yunnan 
to s mall numbers of the BCP who have entered China and subsequently may have 
returned to Burma* Aside from this* there is no firm evidence of material aid 
to Burmese dissidents* It is possible that a few advisers are vath the BCP 

forces* There are also a few reports of specific material aid to the BCP but 

they are fragmentary and of doubtful reliability* Inadequate transport faci- 
lities are not the limiting factor in the extent of aid being given to the BCP 
at present* 

IIo Trade 

JU Y/hat kind and quantity of supplies* both open and clandestine* have 
been shipped to Burma from Soviet Bloc nations ? ihich routes are used pri- 
marily? 

There are practically no open or clandestine shipments t-o Burma from 
any Soviet Bloc nation except China* Shipments from China are made by land 

across the Ourma-China border as well as by sea* Although available trade 

statistics do not give a breakdown by country and by commodity* imports are 
believed to include textiles* raw sill-:* sugar* and such miscellaneous items 
as livestock* eggs and vegetables* Opium may also be smuggled into Bums. 
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as transit trader There is no information on what routes are ussd for sue] 

shipments o 

® 0 ^jS £LiS£ Quantity of supplies of major importance Imve been .hipped 

to. Burma by non— Bloc nations? Vhich routes are used primarily? 

Supplies of major importance from non-Bloc nations, a -riving chiefly 
by sea, include cotton yam and fabrics, gurmy bags, machinery ind transporta- 
tion equipment, base metals and manufactures, pharmaceutical products, petro- 
leum, and a variety of food products* Although available Burmese nisto m sta- 
tistics do not regularly give a breakdown by trade by country, it is believed 
that the sources of most of the follov/ing imports, constituting Burma's total 
trade in these commodities, are from non-Bloc nations. All of Burma's petro- 
leum inerts came from Iran* 

~ifti=L e . s : Total imports, 1951 


Bags and sacks for padding 
(mostly gunny bags) 

Cotton yam and thread 

Cotton fabrics 1/ 

Food Products : 

Sugar and preparations 

Tea 

Fish and fish products 
Groundnut oil 
Petroleum Products ; 

Aviation gasoline 
Uotor gasoline 
Superior kerosene 
Inferior kerosene II* S» diesel 


20,693,. 000 pieces 
9 , 523,000 lbs, 
85,2^3*000 yards 

133 long tons 
2,591^600 lbs. 
12,980*000 lbs * 

13*615 long tons 


1,391,000 imp* gals 

17.360.000 « ” 

ii,073;,000 » 

11 . 295 .000 ” *• 

34 . 619.000 " 


Groundnut oil is a major but not the only edible oil import* Trade reports 
indicate that total airports of ec _ble oils amounted to 10,600 tons in f he period 
October 1951 to Harch 1952 as compared to 13,200 tons in FI 1 951 (October 1950 
to September 1951) * The five year trade agreement with India signed in 19 r ’2 
provides for the release of export to Burma cf 3,000 tons of groundnut (peanut) 
oil yearly -i 

p First nine' months of 1951 0 

2/ Malayan trade statistics show the export of 3,J*93 tons of groundnut oil 
to Burma in 19J>1 and 13>73C tons of coconut oil D 
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Co T.'hich Burmese exports are of major importance to non-Bloc nations? 
Y;hat is the present situation at the Baldwin mines? of the mi nos at Tenas- 
serim? of the Mawchi mnes? To what extent are such food deficit areas as 
India* C Pylon* Japan* Malaya* Singapore* Hong Kong* Borneo and Indonesia 
dependent on rice from Burma ? 

Burmese exports of major Importance to non-Bloc nations are rice* 
teak and other hard woods* metals (nickel* lead* antimony* zinc* manganese* 
tin and wolfram)* pulses ( a grain ) and other food products* Normally Burma 
dso exports petroleum* at the present time* however* the industry has not 
yet recovered from wartime dislocations* and Burma is not self-sufficient in 
petroleum products* 

The Bawd van mine is still not in operation although the company 
hopes to begin in September 1952* Shipments so far have been entirely from 
stockpiles* Major impediments have been lack of rail transport and drilled 
labor Operation will be on a joint basis by the Burma Government ^nd the 
former owners who have formed a now company* the Burma Corporation (1951) Ltd** 
incorporated on January 15* 1952* The Bawdwin mining lease has h cn renewed 
in favor of the new company for a 25-year period* commencing January 1* 1950* 

As of mid-1952 there has been little real improvement in security 
conditions in the Tenasserim area around the tiu, and tungsten mines* The 
Tenasserim area was forernly exploited by eight or ten small companies and 
numerous independent operators. These activities are* in general* suspended 
at the present due to (1) continued disturbed security conditions and (2) un- 
certainty as to the government* s attitude, lUSc Hand: Co, is excavating tin 
and tungsten ores from their properties near the rail line just north of 
T ha ton* about 35 miles north of Moulncinj however* their other holdings located 
more than a mile from the rail line cannot be worked due to the presence of 
insurgents* In Uergui and Tavoy* several established British and Chinese- 
ownec concerns formerly operated alluvial and eluvial tin and wolfram deposits .> 
Those companies have been unable to import the comparatively small amounts of 
spare parts and equipment needed to resume operations* reportedly due to diffi- 
culty in obtaining import licenses* 

Hawchi mine is still cut off from the outside world by insurgent 
activity* Four Europeans and 150 other employees staff the installation on a 
care-and-maint enance basis* It is believed that rehabilitation of the u ino 
and mill will take at least a ;yeur after the restoration of law and order* 
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During 1951 the major recipients of Burma’s 1®3 million tons of 
rice exports were: Ceylon (333*000 tons) * India (309*000)* Indonesia ( 202*000) * 
Japan (175*000) 9 Malaya (63*000) and the Ryukyus ( 24 * 000 ) • In 1952 Burma and 
India negotiated a five-year trade agreement under which Burma agreed to supply 
India 350*000 tons of rice annually » 

D* Y.hat factors have entered into the reported improvement in the Karen 
forces of eastern Burma? H as the Karen supply position improved materially? 
that is the extent of arms smuggling in the Karens from Thailand and from 
other sources? 

There is no specific information available on the first frw> questions. 

The extent of arms suggling to the Karen from Thailand and other 
sources is difficult to assess since many of the shipments seen to be in transit* 
Shipments of arras* ammunition* tires* lubricating oils and gasoline ..re moving 
into Burma from Thailand, More arms and ammunition have been received from 
Chi* a® Shipments of tires* lubricating oils and engine ports have been sent 
to China while arms and ammunition are smuggled into Assam from Burma* Thus* 
shipments into Burma* at least in part* have been offset by shipments out of 
Burma and the extent to which the requirements of the Karens have been satis- 
fied is unknown* It is believed* however* that they have received sufficient 
small arms* mortars and ammunition I/O enable then to conduct guerrilla actions® 
IH. Manpower 

What is the source of manpower for the recent expansion of the Burmese 
Army? Uow many Karen former service personnel have been restored to duty with 
the government forces? How many remain interned? Which Burmese Army units 
have been absorbed s, de— internees n ? What is the type of scTftt&dng conducted of 

t 

personnel recruited and v/hat are the requirements for enlistments? 

Film information regarding the principal sources of the additional 
personnel enlisted in the Burmese armed Forces is not available., However* it ha® 
be$n reported t$r an Army Attache that he does not believe that the various para- 
military forces (Peace Guerrillas* Sitwundans* or other "home guards") have 
been exploited to any significant extent® A country~vd.de recruitment program 
has been undertaken by Army unit commanders in each district in which *irray 
units are located® 
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A recent report (mid -September) stated that 523 Karen officers and mer* had 
been reinstated during the last year and wore now serving with the Anay* The 
War Office refusal* however* to release* these alleged #1 official figures'* casts 
some doubt upon their accuracy* Earlier information indicated that only a nominal 
number had been restored to duty but that a larger number of the Karen internees 
had been released* Ho firm figures are available regarding the number of Karens 
still interned either in the category of * former military personnel** or of civilian 
internees * 

Screening of recruits appears to be done in the most haphazard manner * 

The Army unit commander responsible for recruitment undertakes a general 
screening for reliability upon the basis of his* or other Iccal officials 8 * 
personnel knowledge of the recruits* political attitude toward ib# Government and 
the Commander's general assessment of the prospective recruits* probable loyalty to 
the Army* tio further screening is known to be attempted* Specific requirements 
for enlistment are unknown* 

B , What are the number* function* status* and influence of the Caines » 

Communist »» advisors* or * volunteers* in Burma ? 

A few reports of unknown reliability indicate there are some Chinese Communist 
* advisors* with the BCP but their functions and status are not known* nor are any 
firm figures availa le which would indicate the scope or level of their activities* 
Possibly they are liaison personnel to observe, as well as advise* the BCP operations 
and organisation* The presence of any Chinese Communist personnel with the BCP 
has been denied by Burmese officials who regard such reports as propaganda by the 
BCP to exaggerate their importance and influence* 

The principal volunteer 81 force designed to serve Chinese Communist ends in 
Burma is Nav Seng's battalion* This force is composed mainly of Siuo-hachins and 
has an estimated strength of 1*000-1 *500^ The major part of this group is believed 
to be still in Yunnan* although a few reports have indicated that ffaw Seng* 
accompanied by a few troops* may have infiltrated into Burma from time to tiroe.s 

Co To what extent are Burmese Communist party personnel being equipped 
and trained in Communist China ? 

See the answer to question I* D* above* regarding this form of assistance to 
the BCPq 
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JD* What is the BCP manpower potential? What am the? limiting factors? 

What aro the BSP recruitment re^iaegnent technique a? 

The military potential of the Burmese Communist insurgents is probably 
restricted as much by shortages of weapons and equipment as by manpower limitations® 

In the past* an adequate number of replacements could be secured from areas of 
Communist control or influence* through propaganda and political indoctrination at 
the village level® Some recruits are probably obtained during raids on Government- 
held villages* among disaffected e?.ement3 and prisoners released from jail: 

Recent Government military successes* however* have reduced the areas held 
by Communist insurgents and forced them to retreat toward lightly populated and less 
productive areas® The Communists may, therefore* face increasing manpower problems $ 
the area of possible recruitment is being reduced and Communist affiliation is 
becoming less palatable for opportunity tic elements,. 

It is not possible to give accurate figures for present or potential manpower., 
and no detailed information, is available concerning replacement techniques® There 
are no indications* however* that the Communists have resorted to impressment or 
conscription® 

IV * Food 

A® What is the current food production in Burma? To what extent have in~ 
sur^enty af fee ted Burma 1 s_ ca pacity to meet its own food requirements ? To what 
extent are the insurgents self -sufficient in food production ? 

The production of almost all food crops in Burma is currently lower than prewar. 

Overall agricultural production* including the principal crop* rice* is estimated 
to have reached a level of 7? percent of prewar in the 1951^52 crop year® Rice out- 
put is estimated at 3o? million tons of milled rice* compared to b*9 million in the 
prewar period 1935-36 to 191*04*1* Burma is still a rice exporting country* however* 
and there is no domestic shortage of rice* the major item of diet® Food shortages are 
felt in edible oils* and refined sugar. 

It is not clear how much of the decline in production is due to insurgent acitivity® 
Acreage of oil bearing crops* chiefly peanuts and sesame* has decreased® Fanners 
have reduced sugar cane acreage with the result that cane production is still under 
prewar * The only sugar factory in Burma was held by insurgents from early 19h9 
to March 1950 and was not in operation during that period® Difficulties in 
distributing food supplies are encountered because of transport problems * 

- 23 ~ 

SECRET 


Approved For Release 2002/07/09 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020021-0 



RBCR S T 

Approved For Release 2002/07709": CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020021-0 

Information concerning the food supply of insurgent groups is too inadequate 

to permit an assessment of this oroblenio 

3 c What are the; pr 1 n cipal areas of crop production and inj^t jirgas^ hag 

insurgent activity decreased production ? 

Before the war 7? percent of the rice acreage was in Lower Burma (over 50 percent 
in the Pegu and Irrawaddy Divisions) and 23 percent in Upper Burma,, Estimates of the 
195l~£2 group crop indicate that as compared with prewar there has been a 2$ per- 
cent decrease in acreage in Lower Burma (2,5 million acres) and about 2r percent 
decrease in Upper Burma {*6 million acres). In Upper Burma the principal districts 
in. which acreage has decreased are kkyab, Pegu p Bassein, Myanngraya* Kaubin, Pyapon 
and Tourgooj in Lower Burma. Thaystmyo, Magwe* Meiktila, Shwebo c and Katha„ Huch 
the rice acreage in these districts was abandoned during the war and it would 
appear that insurgent activity has prevented its reclamation in the postwar years, 

C* To what extent is B urma dependent on food imports from Bloc na tions? 

From non-Bloc nations? 

Burm a is not dependent on Bloc nations for food Imports 0 No information is 
available on the volume of food imports by countries but it is believed th^y are 
primarily from non^Sovlst Bloc nations. India is believed to be a major source 
of edible oil imports, ks previously stated 9 the five-year trade agreement with 
India provides for the export to Burma of 8 f 000 tons of peanut oil annually, 

V, Stockpiles 

k * How many w e apons ( rifles 9 pistols ^ machine gu ns , mortars y . artillery^ 
armored cars A other vehicles' are there now 11 in the ha nds* 1 of. the Govorruiient - 
V/hat stocks are re tained by the War Office? What is the present statu s of Bu X' meSe 
ammunition stocks ? 

Virtually all weapons held by the Government are believed to be in the hands 
of the troops at present* No weapons ^ other than a limited number held in Ordnance- 
Shops for repair and possibly a small percentage held for replacement 3 are believed 
to be retained in War Office stocks. The following is an estimate of the number 
of each type of weapon held by the Government forces 0 No adequate information on 
ammunition supply for each type is available, 
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Weapon 

mm mmmm mm — <« 

Quantity 

Rifles 

Uo„ooo 

Pistols 

1,000 

m*s (Bren) 

i»5oo 

St (Sten) 

3,5oo 

Mortars (2 in c ) 

2h2 

. (3 in.) 

65 

Artillery s 6 pounder 

20 

Z$ pounder 

2U 

Armor* Bren carriers 

62 

Armed sars 

35 

L Tke 

9 

M Tks 

2 
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Bo Uba.t IrfgsagLon is there regarding the kind, quantity* and locatecgi cf 
stockpiles v&tfcin South China which slight be emplcyod In Burma? 

Information concerning the location of stockpiles in South China* and 
the quantities and types of material steered in this area* is as a general rule* 
lim i ted to low-grade reports of doubtful reliability* Furthermore* the in for ms - 
teen contained in such reports is extremely fragmentary,, Even if the reports 
wore taken at face value* they would provide insufficient inf anna tlm upon which 

4 

to raalco an estimate either of the quantities of material steered in any given 
location or a? the total inventories of material in the entire South China area 
car any other area of China* 

The general tenor of the reports* however, indicates that military supplies 
are stored in warehouses and storage facilities in virtually all of the x j vincipal 
towns and cities along tie south Chins rail net (Changsha* Hengy ang* Kukcaag* Canton 
Kweilin* Liuehou* Nanning, efcc 0 ) as well as in numerous river terns such as l/uchou 
and Huiyang« A number of reports indicate that mill iary supplies are stored in 
the iJhampoa area * the Uanshan Islands, and Hainan Islands Host of the reports 
concerning Hainan are probably greatly exaggerated* In the (Mna^Indochiim border 
area* stockpiles and/or warehouses (including oaves* temples* and private resi- 
dences which have been converted into warehouses) have been reported in the 
Mlngjoing, Itaigchou* Fang cheng* Tamchovr, Coinglisi, and Kunming areas* 

! 

Apart from general! aed statements that "military supplies" are stored in a 
particular area* the reports indicate that a vri.de variety of military items are 

stockpiled* including rifles,, mortars* artillery pieces (including AA.}* amciunitica* 

/ 

food* clothing* medical supplies* signal equipment, engineering equipment* PCL* 
trucks* spare parte* explosives^ and "strategic materials"., There is insufficient 
inforrnatiai upon which to assess the quantity cf a given category in ary single 
location or the total quantity fat the area as a whole* 

VI* IfLiitary Production Capacity 

Ao TJhat facilities exist in Burma far tee manufacture cf military supplies 
in both gcvermentehold and insurgent territories? Khat are the capabilities of 
these facilities? Their current production ? 

Burroa is almost entirely dependent upon outside sources far supplies cf 
armaments, ammunition and other military equipments The primary 1 ' source of Bums * s 

t 
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supplies Is the DK* although trarjsa ctions have been noted with other countries 
including the Ehitad States * 

Burma has me g<wernm<3&t arms factory in Bang oen iMch produces a small 
amount of ammunition* caliber 30 3 and 9 mm** and Italian** type Bren guns known as 
Type Sane of the equipment for this plant was purchased in Italy.. The 

plant has Italian technicians,. Production in this plant has been a closely guarded 
secret, but It is believed to be very small and insufficient to meet current re- 
quirements* It has been stated that 1*000 Bren- type guns were delivered to the 
Burmese A^raed Forces and that they were presumed to have been mamxfactured in the 
Arms Plantes* The potential capacity is estimated at 2*500*000 rounds of 303 
ammunition* 2*250*000 rounds of 9 mu anmurdtion and a very few guns* The manage* 
meat is said to be responsible tar the ineffectiveness and poor shoving of the 
plant. 

S mall arms ammunition far the Karen forces is being produced in Toungoo* 

Pa pm Ilotribaij, and Pasawng* British and Japanese technicians are reported at 
Pasawng There guns reportedly are repaired* 

Wo other xnunitic© plants are known to be in Burma* 

Bo motor vehicle plants are found in Burma* Automobile repair shops and 
tire repair plants have maintained the trucks and cars but these facilities are 
badly in need of equipment* Three body building shops are operated in Rangoon* 
Their product! on is greatly limited due to shortages and high prices in iron 
plat©* nuts and bolts* end enamel paint* The shops also lack sufficient capital 
to bo effective* 

Bo TJhat is the present condition of Burma 9 s cal fields and refining facili- 
ties and what would be required to place thorn in efficient, operation ? dhat woul d 
be the maximum production of crude and refined products after rehaldli ration ? 

Sine© 19J|6 crude production to a largo extent has boon limited to certain 
areas of the Chauk fields There the presence of Burmese troops has made it reason- 
ably safe to work* Present crude oil output is estimated 2*000 barrels daily » 

The Yenanryaung and Tenangyat fields have remained inaccessible since mid~19U3 
when political dissidents launched armed rebellion against the governoient. 

Latest informaticn available (April 1952) indicates that the Bumah Oil 
Ccnpany has successfully moved its Syrian refinery* on tho coast near Rangoon , 
to the Chauk oil fields* The equipment moved included a two-stage Elnklor-Koch 
crude oil dietillatlcn unit of 2*500 barrels daily capacity* with the required 
auxiliary tankage* piping* and pumping facilities « This new unit will bring the 
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throughput refining capacity to h *500 barrels daily, It has been suggested tv.t 
there Td-11 bo no Increase in refining operations through 1955* 

There is no" information on what would be required to place the facilities 

daily 

in efficient operation, Prior to World War Il/output of crude oil, and refined 
products uera respectively 21,000 and 19,000 barrels, or a iprcDdriately 10 times 
present production levels* S,J, Bradshaw, Director of the Duma Geological 
Depcrtnent ,/indi ca bed that knot® reserves are sufficient to produce 10,000 barrels 
daily far at least a lj-year period and 3 till have another 20,000,000 barrels re- 
coverable at a gradually declining rate, 

VII. Political 

A, To what extent are the Burmese Canraualsts linked tilth or receiving volun- 
tary aid from the Karon, Shan, Kachan, and other minority groups ? 

Cooperation between the Canmunists and Karens appears to be largely limited 
to ad hoc military arrangements in scattered areas in the Irrawaddy delta, Burmcsa 
Communists may maintain contact with dissident Kachins under Xaw Seng, Little or 
no information is available on contacts with other dissident minorities. 

B, Bow and with that success do the Chinese Communists attempt to Influence 
non-dissident groups in and oat of tie government of Burma? 

The fot «e!iP Camunists hare attempted to inflaience non-dissident Burmese 
groups in and out af the government by appealing to the I&rsctst inclinations, 
longstanding anti ifestern sentiments, and desire fee neutrality in the East-West 
struggle af most Durness politicians. His policy has net with oily a slight 
degree of success, for i-hilo the Burmese Government holds to its neutral foreign 
policy s it still maintains limited rilitary and ecmasic ties with 'the Wes:, 

1 . ^ 1 * Pei -p , ing' j s political influence on the overseas Chinese in Bums, reached 
its heights during 19U9"-50 following the collapse of the Hatictialiste xn Ghana, 

It has markedly declined during the past two years, 

C, To what extent, if sny t . has the Karen insurgent movement broken up into 
divergent groups? Hot? extensive Is the influence of pro^Camstunlnt Karons such 
as Ifeba Ba Zen and Brigadier Kraw Sein? What is the extent of Karen sontimgnt 

far negotiating a settlement of the revolt? 

The vary ing courses of actim adopted by the Karens - ncgotlsticr. anc 1 limited 
eecporatiOT with the Canmraaists, negotiation and surrender to government forces, 
or continued single-handed resistance to 'the government - would appeal- to indicate 
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that the Karen iicr/ei^Gnt has broken into vlivorgemt groups* According to livxt little 
infoomatiaa in available* it appears that the influence of pro~Ccriaijnis t Karen 
loaders is extensive anor<; the Karens In. the Delta area of Loucr Burma* liar? 
direct .evidence of any splits snaac Kerens is lackinc as are indications ef the 
altitude of tJ :io rank and file toward the various courses open to the Karen Insur- 
gents* 

B* 'h£h dl tlie pattern of the i cisiaa-naldnc proc es s In the OOB r 4 

mdi^idnals - re cmsulted cm important policy questions both"t:dtIiin the gcr * 
onr>c-nt, and ^ihln . tin? ATP FL? 

There ir> a [^ncml inspr easicn, unsupported by evidence* that almost all 
decisions of any ccnsequence are.nada on the Cabinet level idth lit-tlo .delegation 
of authority to let *or echelons* Da Siae* I^vmr Ifyt&n and U Nut appear to be the key 
individuals in the govertraent vho are constated on major decisions* although at 
tines the prime minister- msy act independently* 

Co Uhnt Is tho active ^rhershxp of the major political parties in . Du raa 
and their supporting mas orgaal ration (-c*^ ADFO* TJCDj etc,,) ? 

The rc is little reliable data cn membership of political parties -and supper V 
tng moss ergard «atl me , 

** -hat Is ' the bas . f a a r\ b ro af He Daddhist Mcrarohy in Burma? To :fe.t 
ezrtent do tee clergy parti cipate in polit ies? hl io ar^ th e 'key clerical Buddhist 
loaders? 

T -Jhat little infomaaticjtt is available Uci'hZKs that Bunra*s Buddhist hierarchy 
is locccl^ r ^c'ta:\icturcd *&th no strong cental control exercised over the order* I t 
*rould appear that the clergy as such docs not participate in Burmese politics to 
any significant octant? Prrard or IT Ifu and other ;xrcninent politically active 
Buddhist laymen are sponsoring a natiosa-trido Buddhist revival mov©B*cni, No in- 
formation Is available on the i den tiiy of the key clerical Buddhist loaders* 

0* Hoar extensive are the 1-tolin di nar dors in the Arakan? ■ To yfc&t extent 
is the Mujahid movement pell 11 colly motivated 1 ? H ow large & force dees Bo Kasim 
copxin d? 

T!in little .infosnnatlcn available m tho Muslin disorders in the Arakan In- 
dicates that they are essentially a result cf bandit activity conducted by oppor- 
tunists xim nay sene+dnes attempt to appeal to the Muslin sentiments of tee r:dno>ity 
group in Arakan area* Tliero is no indication of the sire of tho farces involved 
{under the leadership of Do Kasim) other term that they are probably :vote 1* 7c.r;, 
little inf ■o^vtion is available concerrang the Mujahid as a poll. tic, II msvoma, l.-. 
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H# are Ba Svd*s relations with BCP and other dissident groups? Vouid 

cfottnue to obey inn if he openly adopted a pro-Caor-nmist position? -/hat 
a re his relatio ns to He dn ? 

'Ifce occasional repaid of ccrttac is between Da Swo and the BCP are of doubtful 
reliability* As ilLnis ter of defense he lias conducted an afpressive campaign against 
Canrounist {pierxillus .> . Ills relations with lie '/in are reportedly good# in the un- 
likely event that Ba Sue and/ tv the Burma Array leaders should adopt an outright 
pro^Corrciunict policy, those Airy units consisting of Kachins and Ch lm would « 
possible cease to obey them* 

I* lihat Is the present status and strength of the WC? (SitHundan) ? dhat is 
is the present status and strength of the peoples 1 peace guerrillas ? '/hat other 
armed groups or homo g uard u nite exist? Mint inforoition is available m state 
forces* regular or irregulnr ? Miat is the present attitude (Iqyalty and morale ) 
cf minority racial groups in the armed forces toward the Gcwrcrnment? ihat is the 
the present status of Gurkha jxrsonxiel and units? 

Ho information available* 

J* jhat is, the present status and effectiveness of He Pin* a lf lcyal officers 
and men" ? Uhat are ni.s present .relations with the Socialist Party ? ho are his 
principal supporters and opponents in the Gcvernmont? 

There is virtually no direct Information on the political act/vi ties of lie 
llln over the past six mantis* and it 13 iir^ossible to reply to this question* 
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